themselves of all right to complain of the dissolution as interrupting them in the discharge of their proper duty. Their excuse is of the same kind as the King's excuse. They were angry because they could not get what they wanted ; and they did foolish things.
But however the blame may be apportioned, the issue was not satisfactory to anybody except the enemies of Parliaments. To part without any reform accomplished or grievance redressed, was a disappointment to the popular party. To part without granting supplies was no satisfaction to them. It was not what they intended or what they wished. Those of them who were statesmen, and there were good statesmen among their leaders, could well understand both the evils and the dangers of art empty Exchequer ; and though History may be content with pronouncing her censures and so pass on to the next case without asking more questions, the men of the time could not forget that censures remove no difficulties, and that the next question was, what the goverment was to do ? They saw the state so deep in debt (already more than half a million, which was more than a whole year's ordinary revenue, and still rapidly increasing) that it could not even borrow except at extravagant interest; Government security being the worst in the land. - They saw the natural and constitutional remedy by Parliament twice tried in vain; each time leaving the case worse than it was before; and for the present at least, all hope of relief from that quarter cut off; for though the last failure may have arisen from mismanagement, and might perhaps have been avoided, it was not the less past mending. The other sources of relief which remained available were not such as it was desirable to drive the King upon, either for his own sake or the people's. By straining the prerogative hard, something might no doubt be made of monopolies, of penal laws, of feudal tenures, of fines for disobeying proclamations, of raising rents, of, they deprivedhe very worst that could happen. That the Kingch, if he could be made desperate of remedy from that quarter, he
